CHAPTER XL
FEASTS OF ALL SOULS
IT is a common belief that the souls of the dead revisit their
old homes once a year, when their friends and relatives
welcome and feast the invisible guests. Elsewhere I have
illustrated the belief and the custom by examples,1 to which
I may now add the following. Thus in the Trobriand
Islands to the east of New Guinea, the spirits of the dead
(baloma) are believed to return to their native village for a
period varying from two to four weeks between the time of
the ingathering of the yams and the resumption of field
labour. To prepare for their reception stages or platforms
are erected in front of the houses, laden with fruit and valu-
ables for the purpose of gratifying the spirits by the sight.
In every house food is offered to them, by being laid upon
the bed, and suffered to remain there for about an hour, after
which it is given away to a friend by the householder, who
may not partake of it himself. At the end of the period the
spirits are sent, or rather driven away. Their departure
regularly takes place on the second day after the full moon.
Then, about one hour before sunrise, when the leatherhead
(sa&a'u) sings out, and the morning star appears in the
heavens, the dancing, which has been going on the whole
night, ceases, and the drums intone a peculiar beat, that of
the ioba, the farewell roll. The spirits know the beat and
prepare for their return journey. Such is the power of this
beat that if somebody struck it a couple of nights earlier, all
the spirits of the dead would leave the village, and go to their
home in the nether world (Tuma). The ioba beat is therefore
1 Adonis, Attis, Osiris, ii. 51 sqq.
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